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Dear Karen 

As Chair of the Copeland Local Committee of Cumbria County Council I am writing to you 

seeking representation on the recently established Working Group looking at the potential for a 

Geological Disposal Facility (GDF) Partnership. 

As background to this request it’s probably worth explaining the governance arrangement of the 

County Council which comprises a number of committees; Cabinet, Council and Local 

Committee.  

Cabinet is the Executive for the County Council and comprises of 10 Members who are the 

Leader, Deputy Leader and Portfolio holders for key areas of responsibility.  They recommend 

decisions to the Full Council and take referrals from either Local Committees or Scrutiny boards. 

The Full 84 Council Members meet as the Council and they adopt and approve or reject the 

recommendations put to them from Cabinet.  From there, geographically, the Council is split into 

6 Local Committees each of which cover an area mirroring a district/borough council boundary 

and has the representation from each County Councillor elected within that geographical 

boundary.   

Copeland Local Committee comprises 12 County Councillors and also has a representative from 

the other tiers of local government in the area including the Chair of Copeland Association of 

Local Councils and the Elected Mayor of Copeland Borough Council. 

The role of Local Committee is to ‘optimise the use of Council assets and resources in their area; 

to influence Council policies and strategies affecting their area; and through the "whole area 

approach", to work with communities and partner organisations to enable public services to be 

shaped locally, to achieve the best possible outcomes within available resources’.   

This request for involvement of Local Committee in the Working Group comes on the back of the 

concept of ‘whole area approach’ and working with communities and partner organisations to 

achieve the best results for our area. 

Area Planning is a key function of the Local Committee and involves the Local Committee 

considering how best to deliver and improve services in the area by working together with other 

bodies and making representation to decision makers on a range of matters affecting the local 

committee area including community regeneration and infrastructure development. A good 

example of this is how the local committee Members are the nominated representatives for 

Cumbria County Council on the Town Deal boards operating across the County. 



Because of the importance of the nuclear economy to the Copeland area there is a standing 

agenda item on the Copeland Local Committee covering Nuclear issues.  It was under this 

agenda item, and recognising the link to Area Planning, that at our Local Committee meeting on 

the 24th November 2020 the Committee agreed that I should write to RWM and ask to be part of 

the recently formed Working Group to ensure that all levels of Local government are represented. 

I do hope that you can see the importance of this issue to the local Members who represent the 

communities who would be most affected by any proposed development of a GDF and support 

this request. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Keith Hitchen 

Chair – Copeland Local Committee  

  

  


